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PISISTRATUS AND HIS EDITION OP HOMER. 
By Samuel Haet Newhall. 

Presented by M. H. Morgan. Received May 13, 1908. 

In dealing with the life and works of any great character in history, 
especially a man whose figure in the world has conceivably been mag- 
nified through the mists of distant time, it is essential carefully to 
discriminate between fact and fable, between a clear statement, how- 
ever incidental, found in any reliable writer, whether he makes the 
assertion on his own authority or on that of some author known to 
us, and a mere tradition to which the writer refers without stating his 
authority, however prevalent the story may have been in his own life- 
time, and even for many years previous. For it is possible, though 
not perhaps probable, that a tradition could be very old and very wide- 
spread without having the slightest foundation on fact. In dealing, 
then, with the literary work of Pisistratus, a prominent and influential 
person in the early days of Hellas, it is especially necessary to distin- 
guish between uncompromising statements made by authorities con- 
cerning his work, and mere references to a commonly accepted tradition 
introduced by such listless preludes as ol irakaioi <pa<riv and similar ex- 
pressions. In this article I shall try to make a satisfactory answer to 
two questions : first, did Pisistratus really do any literary work in 
connection with the Homeric poems ? and, secondly, how thorough and, 
so to speak, professional were his services ? that is, did he produce a 
text edition of the Iliad and the Odyssey ? These questions are by 
no means new, but it is time that they were once more considered 
together, and perhaps something new may be brought forward in 
answering them. 

First, I desire to present a few passages from the ancient authors 
which point to a certain amount of literary activity on the part of 
Pisistratus in connection with the Homeric poems, though they could 
not be considered indicative of anything so thorough and systematic 
as a regular edition. Strabo, the geographer, who manifests a wide 
interest in literature, briefly tells the following story (IX, 394, 10) : 

Kai <pa<riv oi /lev XleuricrrpaTOV, 01 8« lokava irapfyypdyjravra ev rm vcap Kara- 
Xdyo) fiera t6 ejros tovto, Aid? 8' €K SaXafiivos ayev SvoKaideKa vrjas, i^fjS tovto, 
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orijo-e 8' ayav, tv '&.6r)vaia>v tcrravTo (pakayyes, fidprvpt xpq<rao-#at r£ iroirjTrj tov 

•njc vrjo-ov «£ apxrjs 'Adrjvaiav vndpgai. This bit of evidence, if true, though 
we must bear in mind that it is based on tradition, and that, too, tra- 
dition which ascribes an act to either one of two men, points to an 
insertion which might more properly be called malicious than literary. 
This inserted line, popularly said to have been an interpolation, is 
verse 558 of the Iliad B, and stands in all known manuscripts, with 
the exception of seventeen. 1 But in the best manuscript it is lacking, 
as La Roche points out in his edition of the Iliad. 2 By "the best 
manuscript " I understand him to mean the Venetus A. Accordingly, 
in his text, he encloses this line in brackets. Aristotle also, in his 
Rhetoric, 3 makes Homer, as a writer of historical accuracy, the final 
court of appeal for the Athenians in their contest for the possession 
of the much-disputed Salamis, though unfortunately he does not men- 
tion the name of PisistratuS : irfpl 8e paprvpav, pdprvpis elai biTToi, ot piv 
rraXaioi, ot de irpocrfjxrroi, (cat tovtcov ot piv pcrexovres tov tuvdvvov, oj 8' cktos. 
Xeyw 8e irakaioiis piv tov.s re Tsoiryras (cai oaav a\\a>v yvcopipav fieri Kplcreis 
(pavepal, olov 'Adrjvaloi 'Opr/py paprvpi e^p^o-airo TTfpl 2aXa/xii>0£. This re- 
mark of Aristotle's, of course, has no direct connection with Pisistratus. 
I quote it here merely to show that at least Strabo's story of the use 
of Homer as a witness in the dispute about Salamis is true on the 
authority of Aristotle. In Quintilian (V, 11, 40) we have a slightly 
more pertinent reference to the same circumstance. His words are 
these : neque est ignobile exemplum (i. e. of auctoritas) Megarios ab 
Atheniensibus, cum de Salamine contenderent, victos esse Homeri 
versu, qui tamen ipse non in omni editione reperitur, significans 
Aiacem naves suas Atheniensibus iunxisse. Here we see the verse in 
question is quoted in a translation with the added suggestion that per- 
haps it is not genuine from the fact that it is not contained in all the 
manuscripts. This statement, however, about the use of Homer as 
historical testimony may very well have been made by Quintilian on 
the authority of Strabo, his predecessor, Quintilian's own more inti- 
mate and critical literary knowledge prompting him to note the omis- 
sions in certain manuscripts, with which Strabo, very naturally, was 
unfamiliar. 

On the authority of Hereas, a Megarian writer of uncertain date, we 
are informed by Plutarch (Theseus, XX) that Pisistratus inserted verse 
630 of the eleventh book of the Odyssey : Aeivos yap pw creipcv ep<os iiavo- 

nrjtSos AtyXrjs. ToOto yap to tiros «<c to>v 'Ho-idSou Heto-Lo~rpaTov i£e\e1v qiijcrto 

i Of. T. W. Allen in Class Rev., XV, p. 8 (1901). 
2 Footnote to II., II, 558. 
s l r p. 1375, 26. 
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'Hpe'as o Meyapevs, Sxrirep ad wakiv epfiaXtiv (Is ttjv 'Opr/pov veKvlav to, Orjo-fa 
Heipi8oov T( d(S>v api8(U(Ta Teuva, x a P l C°l ievov 'A.drjvaioLS. I he manuscripts, 

according to La Roche, 4 read in this place, ipucvdea for dpiSd^ra, which 
change he himself adopts in his edition, explaining the variation by 
the well warranted supposition that either Hereas or Plutarch, in ac- 
cordance with the prevailing custom of the ancients, was quoting from 
memory. This passage shows that even before the time of Plutarch it 
was believed by one writer at least that Pisistratus inserted this verse 
in the Odyssey. Diintzer, 5 then, has some warrant for his supposition' 
that in the time of Hereas credence was given to the story of the 
Pisistratean edition of the Homeric poems, provided we take it for 
granted that the poems did not exist in writing before the time of 
Pisistratus, — a point on which authorities differ. If they had previ- 
ously been reduced to manuscript form, then the insertion of a line by 
a ruler, merely to tickle the vanity of his subjects, can hardly be con- 
sidered indicative of an entire recension of the poems. 

Ascribed to Dieuchidas, the Megarian historian, we find a statement 
which, though vague, has reference, nevertheless, to an activity of some 
sort on the part of Pisistratus in connection with the Homeric poems. 
The exact date of Dieuchidas himself is a matter of some uncertainty, 
though he is confidently placed by Wilamowitz 6 in the fourth century 
B. c, and by W. Christ, who refers to Wilamowitz, among the earlier 
Atticists, which would make his sphere of activity fall in the first part 
of the third century b. c. The statement is contained in Diogenes 

LaertiuS (1, 57), and reads as follows : rd T( 'Oprjpov e'£ {moPoKrjs yeypafa 
(i. e. 2oka>v), pa\j/<po'ei<rdai, olov o7rov 6 irp&ros eXrj^ev, exeWev ap^eaBm tov 
i)(6p,evov. pdXKov oiv 26\a>v''Opr)pov (<pi>Tio~(v fj HeuriorpaTos, Sis (pr/cri Aicv^i- 

6as ev nipm-a Mtyapucav. It is obviously impossible to determine the 
exact nature of the services of Pisistratus to Homer as indicated by 
the word " etpuno-ev." Even the very reading of the text itself after 
the word " Ueio-lo-rparos " has been questioned by scholars, not, however, 
because the manuscript is corrupt, but merely because the sequence of 
the next sentence is deemed too abrupt. Duntzer (ibid., p. 8), with 
Ritschl and Lehrs, finds himself compelled to indicate a lacuna after 
that word. Two insertions into the text have accordingly been pro- 
posed, one by Diintzer himself and the other by Ritschl, both being 
relative clauses descriptive of the literary activity of Pisistratus. 
That the reputed collection of poems by Pisistratus can find no sup- 
port in this reference to Dieuchidas has already been pointed out by 



* Horn. Textkritik, p. 13. 
6 Horn. Abhandlungen, p. 5. 
6 Horn. Untersuchungen, p. 241. 



494 PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY. 

Lang. 7 It does show, however, that Diogenes Laertius found a state- 
ment in Dieuchidas expressive of his belief in some service performed 
by Pisistratus for Homer. 

So far, the cited passages which attest a mere literary dabbling on 
the part of Pisistratus have been rather unsatisfactory ; they are, 
briefly, a reference by Strabo to a mere tradition which ascribed the 
insertion of a line either to Solon or Pisistratus ; second, the insertion 
by Pisistratus of another line in another place according to Plutarch, 
who is quoting from a writer about whose date we know only this, 
that, appearing in Plutarch, he must have written earlier than the 
year 80 A. d., which approximately marks the date of Plutarch's ac- 
tivity ; third and last, the statement of Dieuchidas, as quoted by 
Diogenes Laertius, saying that Solon did more to elucidate Homer 
(if that is the best way to translate itpano-fv) than did Pisistratus. 

Next, let us consider a few passages in authorities of the time of 
Cicero and later, who make definite statements about what might with 
fairness be called a Pisistratean edition of Homer. The earliest refer- 
ence of this sort in any Latin author occurs in the De Oratore III, 
137, where Cicero says with reference to Pisistratus : qui primus 
Homeri libros, confusos antea, sic disposuisse dicitur ut nunc habemus. 
The use of the word " dicitur " in this place is significant, showing, as 
it does, that Cicero is careful not to make the statement on his own 
authority, but introduces the story as one commonly believed in his 
own day or as transmitted by previous writers. It is reasonable to 
suppose that Cicero is indebted for his information on this point either 
to the Alexandrian scholars, or to some of the philosophers of Greece, 
or to the rhetoricians of the school of Pergamos, though such a state- 
ment is of course merely conjectural. 

More definite information about the edition of Pisistratus is pre- 
served to us in the scholia 8 of the Townley manuscript at the beginning 

of Book K of the Iliad. It runs thus : <pa<r\ rrjv pa^mSiav v(f> 'Ofifjpov 
ISta rerdy(6ai Kal fitj civai pepos rfjs 'IXtafios, {mo 8e IletowTparou rera^Bai els 

rr)v noirjo-iv. This scholion is one of our most important bits of evidence 
and must be carefully considered. First we must note that no literary 
forgery on the part of Pisistratus is implied, but merely the assigning 
of a place in the Iliad to a poem which had been separately composed 
by Homer. Since the insertion of an entire book is a fundamental 
change to make in any piece of literary work, I think I am justified in 
considering this passage as pointing in the direction of an entire re- 
cension of Homer by Pisistratus. The use of the word " (j>a<rl " in this 

7 Homer and his Age, London, 1906, p. 46. 

8 Ed. Maass, Ox. 1887, p. 341. 
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passage does not bring to the "source hunter" the despair which is usu- 
ally attendant on such expressions, because, in this case, it is possible 
with some degree of accuracy to determine the sources of the Townley 
scholia. Let us briefly consider this point. The codex Venetus A 
of the Iliad has the following subscription : napdntiTai. i-a 'Apiaroviicov 

o-rjpeia icai ra AiSvpov irepi rrjs ' Apicrrapxeiov biopBixreas, Tiva he Kai Ik rijr 
'iKiaKtjs 7Tpoo-(p&ias 'Hpahiavov Kai eK ra>v NtKcivopos wepl o-riyprjs. The dates 

of these four men are as follows : Aristonicus, 66 b. c-19 a. d., Didy- 
mus in the time of Augustus, Herodian under Marcus Aurelius, and 
Nicanor probably under Hadrian. Of their connection with the Town- 
ley scholia W. Christ 9 says that to " extracts from the works of these 
men the scholia of our manuscripts go back. Such are best preserved 
to us in Venetus, 454 (A) ; next in worth stand the Townley scholia. 
... To the works of these men there were added in later times also 
scholia from other grammarians, and especially from the z^rij/tara of 
Porphyrius." Without doubt, therefore, our Townley scholia rest on 
really ancient authorities and have the same source as the scholia of 
Venetus A. Jebb 10 also agrees with Christ in deeming Aristonicus, 
Didymus, Herodian, and Nicanor, together with Porphyrius, the sources 
of our scholia. 11 

A clear and valuable reference to the collection of the Homeric 
poems by Pisistratus or his associates is to be found in Pausanias 
(VII, 26, 6). When speaking of a certain city in Greece named 

Aovovcnra, he makes the remark : p,vr)p,oveveiv he Kai "Oprjpov iv KaraXoytp 
ra>v <tvv 'Ayap.ep.vovi (pacriv avTrjs iroirjo-avra enos, 

OT 0' Tireprjtriijv re Kai alireivfyv Aov6eeaav, 

Yleio-lorpaTov he t fjvUa cirr] ra 'Opr/pov Sieo-jrao-peva re Kal aX\a aWa^oH pvr\- 
povevopeva rfBpoi^ero, */ avrov Heio-iarparov, t) tS>v nva eralpav peranoiijo-ai. t& 

Svopa \mo ayvoias. The word " r/dpoiCero " in this passage must clearly 
refer to a writing down of the poems or to the collection of such por- 
tions as may have existed in writing before the time of Pisistratus. It 
is furthermore interesting to note 'that Pausanias is the earliest extant 
writer to mention anything like a school of revisors and collectors as- 
sociated with Pisistratus. Later we shall have other and more detailed 
references to such a body of coworkers. 

' Griesch. Lit. Gesch., ed. iv, Munich, 1905, p. 71. . 

™ Homer, Glasgow, 1887, p. 100. 

11 It is obviously dangerous as well as unnecessary for our present purposes 
to make any one of these four or five authorities the ultimate source of this 
scholion. That is a point which cannot be definitely settled. Sufficient it is if 
I have merely hinted at the real antiquity and trustworthiness of our Townley 
scholia. 
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As alone and unassisted in a similar literary undertaking, Pisistra- 
tus is described by Aelian (XIII, 14) : varepov 8« (i. e., after Lyeurgus, 

wb.0 had just been mentioned) Xleio-iaTpaTos avpayayav direcpTjve rf)v 'iXmSa 

Kal 'odiKraeiav. The word " airecj>r)ve " without a context might be of doubt- 
ful significance, but when, as here, it is combined with " o-wayaya>v," 
a word which can refer to nothing but a written collection, there can 
be little doubt that it means " publish " in the modern sense of the 
word. It should be noted, however, that nothing of the nature of a 
critical edition is here implied, merely a published collection. 

In a seventh 12 century scholion 13 to the TpamianKt) of Dionysius 
Thrax we have the following account of a Pisistratean school, which 
though interesting is not without obvious historical inaccuracies. It 

runs thus : eKrjpv^ev ev irdo-y rfj 'EAXaSi tov e\ovra 'Opr/piKovs ort^ous ayayeiv 
irpbs avrbv . . . Kal fiera to irdvras o-vvayayelv, irapeKaKeaev e^hop,f]Kovra Svo 
ypappanKoiis ovvSelvai ra tov 'Opi/pov (Kao-rov (car* l&iav, 07ra>s av ftol-T) rai o-vvrt- 
Bivri Ka\S>s e\eiv • • • Kai H- eTa TO eKaoTov o~vv6eivai Kara tx\v eavrov yvi>fu)V, 
els ev ovvfiyaye irdvras rovs irpokexdevras ypap.p.ariKovs. • • . ovroi ovv aKpoaerd- 
pevm ov irpbs epiv, dAAa irpbs to aXrjdes Kal irav to rfj re\vrj &ppo£ov, expivav 
irdvres Koivy Kal 6p.o<pa>va>s, KpaTrjo~ai tyjv avvBeaw re Kal bi6p8a>o~iv 'Apio~rdpxov 
Kal Zr)voborov. Kal iraXiv eKpivav Tav hvo avvdecreav re Kal 8wp6a>o~ca>v fiekriova 

rfjv 'Apiordpxov. We shall later consider the glaring falsity of this last 
statement about Aristarchus and Zenodotus when we find a similar 
statement ridiculed by Tzetzes of the twelfth century. The same 
scholia likewise contain an epigram on Pisistratus, which, as its date 
has never been determined, loses much of its importance for our pres- 
ent investigation. The following is an extract: 

rhv liiyav ev j8ou\j5 TieitrtaTparov, t>s Tbv'O/iiipov 
tfdpoiira inropd$7]y Tb irplv &ei86fievov. 

Suidas 14 also, the lexicographer, under the word ""Optjpos," relates 
the story of the collection of poems made by Pisistratus. His words 

are these: varepov He o~vveTe6t] Kal o-vveTa\6r) vnb iroXXav, Kal pAXiaTa virb 

neio-io-Tpdrov, tov tS>v 'Adrjvaiav Tvpdwov. For this statement Suidas may 
very well have had Pausanias as his authority. This is not unlikely, 
inasmuch as the two accounts are substantially similar, that is, in both 
Pisistratus was only one of several who collected the Iliad and Odyssey. 

12 The principal commentators on Dionysius Thrax wrote in the sixth and 
seventh centuries. We probably have here a note by Heliodorus, who wrote in 
the. seventh century, though we cannot determine with certainty the author of 
this scholion. 

« In Bekker's Anecdota, p. 767 ff. 

" Ed. Bernhardy, Halle, 1853, 2, 1096. 
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By the use of the expression (mb iroXK&v Suidas rather implies different 
collections separated by considerable lapses of time, so that it seems to 
me very possible that, as Lachmann 15 suggests, he may have misin- 
terpreted his sources, misunderstanding a reference to the different 
collectors of the Pisistratean school as an allusion to compilers among 
the predecessors of Pisistratus. 

Coming now to Tzetzes, a commentator of the twelfth century, we 
find that at one time in his life he believed in a collection of Homer 
by a Pisistratean school of seventy-two, though, as will appear later, 
he subsequently rejected this theory, expressing the greatest disgust 
with Heliodorus, 16 whom he had used as his authority. His first 
belief he expresses in the following words : 17 neia-iarparos be 6 <piAo\oy<»- 

Taros, ip \p6voit rov SdXojvor rvpavvrjo-as iv rait 'Adf/vait, Krjpvypa e£(Kripv£e rbv 
%Xovra «nj 'Onfjpov, diroKopifaiv alra irpbs airov, Kai ckchttov cirovs xpt/o-oOp 
aPTKpopri^f(r8ai vo/ucrfm. ovra be vvvayeipas avrd, e^bopjjKovra Kai bio ypapfia- 
riKois evl «doTO> enebaiKe (car Ibiav reffeapiKevai Kai avvdetvai avrd ' exelvos be 
Trju evbs eKaorov avTtov cvvSeaiv direypd<peTo. varrepov be ouov irdvras avvayayatv 
rrapaKkri<re<ri, peydXais re Sapeais eKeivovs be§ia>o-duevos, inebei^t rrjv diroypa<p7)v 
Trjs evbs eKaarov crvv6r)Kt}s, Kai rj£ta>o-ev airois (f)i\a\rj0cos Kai d(pihe^6pas eliretv, 
otov Spa ftr] KptWrav t) o~iv6eo-is ' Kai irdvxes rrjv ' Apio-rdp^ov Kai Zrjvob'rov xmep- 
(£eKptvav. e< bvelv be ndkiv, rqv ' Apio-rdp^eiov, Ka6' fjv vvv to napbv toG 'O/jijpov 

pifikiov a-vvredeiTat. Evidently, at some later time, Tzetzes got new light 
on this subject, and realizing the absurdity of making the Alexandrian 
Aristarchus and Zenodotus the contemporaries of Pisistratus, and boil- 
ing with indignation when he reflected how he had been taken in, thus 
expressed his new belief, prefacing it with a brief note in which he 
makes poor Heliodorus the scapegoat of his disgust by the amusing 
epithet of opprobrium r<5 f}be\vp<Z. The passage runs thus : n«o-& U 18 

'H\ioba>pa> ra> fibeXvpa evirov avvdelvai rbv "Oaiqpov eVi Tleio-io-Tpdrov efiboiirjKovra 
bio aocpoiis, S>v c@8onr)KOPTa bio elvai Kai rbv ZqvoboTov Kai rbv 'Apio-rap^ov. 
Kai rot T€o~o~dpa>v dvbp&v eiri Xleiaio-rpdrov avvdevrav rbv "Opr/pov, olrwes 
tlcrtv ovtoi ' firiKoyKv\os, 'OvopaKpirog A6r\vains, Zanvpos 'HpaKkemTtjs Kai 

'Opcpei/s KpoTojwaTijr. This last statement I have found in no author 
before Tzetzes, so that I am at a loss to know his authority. In this 
passage the expression im UetmoTpdrov could be interpreted as meaning 

15 Betrachtung u. Homers Ilias, Berlin, 1847, p. 32. 

16 This fact serves to strengthen my belief that Heliodorus was the composer 
of the cited scholion to Dionysius Thrax, since there he expounds at length the 
story of the school of seventy-two. 

17 Exegesis to Iliad, ed. G. Hermann. Leip., 1812, p. 45, 1. 27. 

18 See Bitschl's Opuscula, I, 205, which contain Tzetzes' Prolegomena to the 
scholia of Aristophanes. The word printed as iiriK&yxvKos has been variously 
emended, but the MSS. are hopelessly defective at this point. 

vol. xliii. — 32 
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merely that " in the time of Pisistratus " this collection of Homer took 
place, did not Tzetzes elsewhere give us a more definite statement of 
his opinion. On page 207 of his prolegomena to the scholia of Aris- 
tophanes we find these words : to? 'Opjpeious 8« KaT^alperov wpb Siokoo-iW 

Ka« irXeiovav eviavram TlTokepaiov tov &t\a&e\<pov koi rrjs 8iop8a>crea>s ZtjvoSotov 
(TVVTiBeiKev anovhfi Xleto-io-rpaTos napa to>v Teo-o-dpcov tovtodv <ro(p£)v ' enl Koynv- 
Xov, 'OvopaKplrov T€ 'ABqvaiov, Zamipov re 'HpaicXearov Kal Kporaviarov 'Op(pea>s, 
OuTto /xev iv xpovois tov TlfiauTTpaTov rois reo-o-aptri tovtois aocpois al 'Op.rjpiKa\ 
o~vyypa<pal rep-a^iois irfpicpcpopcvai o-vi>eTe8rjo-ap Kal /3i'/3Xot iyevovro. Hence 

we see that Tzetzes regarded Pisistratus a3 an active participant in 
the work of collection, though he was assisted by these four men. 

There can be little doubt, I think, that for these prolegomena he was 
drawing on the ancient scholia. John Williams White, 19 in speaking 
of Tzetzes' interlinear notes to the Aves in codex Urbinas, says : " He 
was writing a brief commentary on the Aves based on the old scholia 
with additions 'by the editor.' " By some scholars, however, Tzetzes 
is held in very low esteem as an authority. For example, Sandys 20 
says of him: "His inordinate self-esteem is only exceeded by his ex- 
traordinary carelessness. He calls Simonides of Amorgus the son of 
Amorgus, makes Naxos a town in Euboea, describes Sarvius Tullius as 
' consul ' and ' emperor ' of Rome, and confounds the Euphrates with 
the Nile. He is proud of his rapid pen and remarkable memory ; but 
his memory often plays him false, and he is for the most part dull as a 
writer and untrustworthy as an authority." With regard to the pass- 
age already quoted from Tzetzes, Monro 21 writes: " Everything points 
to the conclusion that the story is a mere fabrication. He does not 
give his authority, and it can scarcely be imagined that he had access 
to sources unknown to the generality of Byzantine scholars." But is 
not this unjustly making light of the character of Tzetzes ? The worst 
that Sandys cares to say about him is that he was careless ; but is it 
carelessness that gives birth to such a circumstantial statement as this 1 
I cannot see how such a detailed story could have come full-grown like 
Minerva from the head of any writer unless his fault had been some- 
thing much more serious than carelessness ; but this no one would say 
of Tzetzes. I prefer then to follow Mr. White in believing Tzetzes to 
have based his prolegomena on the old scholia with some additions, 
and accordingly I think it most probable that for this statement he 
must have found some authority in the scholia. 



» Harvard Studies, XII, 104. 

20 Hist, of Class. Scholarship, ed. ii, 419. 

» Od., XIII-XXIV, ed. i, Ox., 1901, p. 406. 
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Let us now briefly consider references to any of these four associates 
of Pisistratus in literature earlier than the time of Tzetzes. In Herod- 
otus (VII, 6) these words are applied to Onomacritus : avSpa 'Adrjvalav 
Xpt]o~)xok6yov re Ka\ diadhtjv xPW'f 1 *'"' ™" Movcaiou . . . e^ijXd^ij yap into 
'imrdpxov rov Xitiaio~rpdrov 6 'OvopAicpiTos «£ ' A6r\viw». As a contemporary 

of Hipparchus, so, without doubt, he was also a contemporary of Pi- 
sistratus. Thus Herodotus vouches for the chronology of Tzetzes so 
far as Onomacritus is concerned. But we must admit that in all 
probability the connection of Onomacritus with Pisistratus in the 
Homeric collection was unknown to Herodotus ; hence his silence in 
this place. The only other of these four men to whom I have been 
able to find a reference in an ancient author is Orpheus, — not the great 
Orpheus, but one of Croton, who is referred to by Suidas (p. 1176), 
under the words 'opfaiis Kporaviart)! in the following manner : eVon-oid?, 
ov Tleio-io-rparco avveivw. t& rvpavvtp 'Aa-KXijirtaSijr <f>t)o\v kv ra «t<j) j3i|3X('(b rav 
Tpap,p.anKS>v. This writer Asclepiades was, according to Sandys (p. 160), 
a native of'Myrleia in Bithynia, and was born at some period between 
130 and 180 b. c. As Orpheus was an epic poet and associated with 
the tyrant Pisistratus, according to Asclepiades, I think we are justi- 
fied in inferring that the connection was doubtless of a literary nature. 
This fact, of course, is not enough to vindicate the whole story of 
Tzetzes, but it shows that in the case of at least one of these four men, 
his connection with Pisistratus was known even before the beginning 
of our era, and that in this one regard the so-called fabrication of 
Tzetzes shows a remarkable coincidence with the. truth. 

In the commentary of Eustathius on the Iliad and Odyssey, written 
about the year 1175 of our era, and shortly after the time of Tzetzes, 
are found two different accounts of the Pisistratean collection, obviously 
drawn from different sources. In the first, we are surprised to find 
him giving credence to the story we have met before of the Pisistratean 
school dominated by Aristarchus and Zenodotus. In the second, Pi- 
sistratus himself is mentioned as sole author of a probable recension. 
The passages are as follows, first from his commentary to the first book 

of the Iliad (p. 5, 1. 28) : o« 5e avvBipxvoi ravri\v (i. e. 'lXui8a), kot imrayfjv, 
&s <pao~i, Meio-io-rparov rov rS>v 'ABrjvamu rvpdvvov, ypafi/tariKol km 8iop8a>o-dp(vot 
Kara to e'kcivoic dpt<Ticov, S>v Kopvrf>aio? 'Api<TTap)(os Kai fier iicuvov ZrjvoBoros 8ta 
to imp-rjKes Kai 8vo-c£iTt)Tov Kai Staroi/TO npoo-Kopes KaTerepov avro els ;roXXd. 

This undoubtedly refers to a Pisistratean collection, but not one in 
which Pisistratus took a personal part. The second of these passages 
(Vol. II, p. 309, 1. 17) is identical in meaning with the Townley scho- 
lion already quoted, and almost identical in form. The source of bot*h 

is doubtless the Same : <j>ao\ 8e ol iraXcuot ttjv pa^rablav Tairqv v(f> , Op.r)pov 
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I8la TeT&x6ai /cm /117 tyKaTakcyijvai Tois /xepeiri rr)S 'iAtacW, xmb 8e HeuruTTparov 
TtTa\6ai els rf/v noirjuiv. 

It is necessary, I think, at this point to consider briefly from what 
authorities Eustathius drew his information. Diintzer 22 seems ag- 
nostic on this point, though confident in the real antiquity of such 
sources. " It is difficult," he writes, " to see whom Eustathius means 
by ol waKaioi in his note on the beginning of Iliad K. We cannot say 
that he means any particular scholar of the Alexandrian school. On 
the other hand, much less can we say that the supposition of the 
insertion of a book by Pisistratus was wholly unknown to the Alexan- 
drians. So the supposition of Lehrs, that the old Alexandrines had no 
knowledge of the especial critical significance of the arrangement of 
the Homeric poems by Pisistratus, is unfounded." Eustathius, as we 
know, 23 further used as sources an epitome made from the commen- 
taries of the four men whom I have previously mentioned as probable 
sources of our Townley scholia, viz., Aristonicus, Didymus, Herodian, 
and Nicanor. Likewise the A«£«r of Aristophanes, the rhetorical dic- 
tionary of Dionysius, the encyclopaedic lexicon of Apion, and Herod- 
orus and the Paralipomena of Porphyrius. Furthermore, I have noted 
at least one place in Eustathius (Vol. I, p. 230, 1. 46) where he quotes 
directly from Strabo (IX, 394, 10) in very nearly his exact words, 

SdXcov Se rj Heto~l<TTpa.Tos irapeveypa^ev ivravBa juera toj» 'Oprjpov <ttI)(ov to, 

<rrij<re S' &yav, tv' ' \$i)va.i<nv 'tcrravTo <pd\ayyes 
Kal ovTia pdprvpi rip woit]Ttj ixprjo-aro tov tt\v vijtrop e£ apxys 'A0r)vaia>v imap^ai, 

as 6 yeaypatpos laropci. And finally Sengebusch, 24 who refers in turn 
to the opinion of Lehrs, holds exactly the same view as Christ. Im- 
portant therefore are the statements of Eustathius, inasmuch as he 
himself, though a comparatively late writer, drew his information, so 
far as we can ascertain, from writers even as early as the Alexandrian 
school. 

In a document three centuries later than Eustathius, that is, in a fif- 
teenth century manuscript in the library of the Collegio Romano, con- 
taining fifteen plays of Plautus, is preserved aversion of the Pisistratean 
story identical with the account of Tzetzes. Ritschl conjectures that 
these scholia are drawn from Tzetzes, as they are, without a doubt. The 
similarity is conclusive. Towards the end of the Poenulus they run 



22 Horn. Abhandlungen, Leip., 1872, p. 4. 

2S See Christ, Griesch. lit. Gesch., ed. iv, p. 72. 

24 Homerica Dissertatio, I, Leip., 1870, p. 40. 
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thus : 25 Ceterum Pisistratus sparsam prius Homeri poesim ante Ptol- 
emaeum Philadelphum annis ducentis et eo etiam amplius sollerti cura 
in ea quae nunc extant redegit volumina, usus ad hoc opus divinum 
industria quattuor celeberrimorum et eruditissimorum hominum, vide- 
licet, Concyli, Onomacriti Athenien. Zopyri Heraeleotae et Orphei 
Crotoniatae. Nam carptim prius Homerus et non nisi difficillime 
legebatur. This of course is a quotation from the passage of Tzetzes 
written after he had revolted from Heliodorus and his belief in the 
school of seventy-two grammarians. These scholia also contain a few 
sentences adapted from the Prolegomena of Tzetzes in the place where 
he applies to Heliodorus the epithet of rf /38eAv/><». They read as fol- 
lows : Quum etiam post Pisistrati curam et Ptolemaei diligentiam Ari- 
starchus adhuc exactius in Homeri elimandum collectionem vigilavit. 
Heliodorus multa aliter nugatur quae longo convitio Ceeius repre- 
hendit. Nam ol' LXXII duobus doctis viris a Pisistrato huic negotio 
praepositis dicit Homerum ita fuisse compositum. Qui quidem Zenodoti 
et Aristarchi industria omifibus praelatam comprobarint, quod constat 
fuisse falsissimum. Quippe cum inter Pisistratum et Zenodotum fue- 
rint anni supra ducentos. Aristarchus autem quattuor annis minor 
fuerit ipso et Zenodoto atque Ptolemaeo. This shows better than any- 
thing else the utter falsity of the account given in Bekker's Anecdota 
(p. 767 ff.). By the clause " Quum etiam post Pisistrati, etc." the text 
recension of Zenodotus and Aristarchus is unquestionably meant. But 
these are not quoted as the words of Tzetzes 26 but of Heliodorus, as 
the " multa aliter" clearly indicates. Without doubt, "Nam oF LXXII, 
etc.," down to "comprobarint" comes from Heliodorus, and "quod 
constat " to the end from Tzetzes. But these late scholia add no new 
testimony to that already given by Tzetzes himself. 

Our last and probably latest reference to the collection of Homeric 
poems by Pisistratus is found in two lives 27 of Homer which were 
made from the collation of facts preserved in fourteenth and fifteenth 
century manuscripts. A passage from one of them reads : mpu&v fie 

ras 7roX«s )?8e [*0^7/pof] to irotrip,a.Ta. vcrrepov 8e TleiaiarpaTos avra avvrjyaycvi 
as to eTTtypapfia tovtov 6*17 A oi 



rbp fi4yav iv @ov\a7s TletaLaTparov, hs Tbv^Ofir^pov 
tfBpotoa (TiropdSTjv rb vplv fetHofieyov. 

85 These scholia were first published by F. W. Eitschl, and can be found in 
Vol. I of his Opuscula, p. 6, or in his Alexandrinische Bibliotheken, Breslau, 
1838, p. 4. 

»« See Ritschl, Op., I, 33. 

27 See Jahn's Neue Jahrb. fur Philologie u. Paedagogik, 9es Suppbd., p. 608. 
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The second life draws its facts from practically the same manuscripts 
as the preceding, and in the following portion is very similar to it : 

ra 8e iroifipara avrov ra oKt]6tj oiropabrjv irporepov dSopeva TlfuriaTpaTos 'Adrjvaios 
ovvcTa£(i>, o>s 8/;Xoi to <f>epop,evot> eniypapiia 'A&jcijo'ti' eirtyeypanpeuov ii> cIkovi 

avrov tov neiaia-Tpdrov. ?x« & &°* • • • an< l then follows the same epigram. 

Briefly summing up the testimony of such accounts as we may con- 
sider reliable for an Homeric edition by Pisistratus or Pisistratus and 
his associates, the result is as follows. The accounts in Cicero, the 
Townley scholia, Aelian, Suidas, and Eustathius all point to a collec- 
tion of the poems by Pisistratus alone and unassisted. The accounts 
in Pausanias, Tzetzes, and, of course, the scholia to Plautus, are the 
only ones which indicate any kind of a Pisistratean school. I do not 
think, however, that we ought to consider this as strong evidence that 
Pisistratus was not assisted by a board of associates in his work of 
collecting. Naturally if he, a ruler in absolute authority and eager 
for fame in letters, chose to be the proud supervisor of such a literary 
undertaking, even though his co-workers were ever so numerous, the 
edition which was produced would be called by subsequent writers 
" Pisistratus's Edition " and the " Collection which Pisistratus made," 
while his helpers would be gradually disregarded, just as we, for in- 
stance, refer to our Bible as "King James's Version." 

The fact that the story of a collection of Homeric poems by Pisis- 
tratus, or Pisistratus and certain associates, was known by Cicero and 
several reputable writers after him is very significant. No one would 
presume to say that, as in the case of Tzetzes, so also in the case of 
Cicero, this story is a fabrication. In fact, he himself uses the word 
"dicitur," which we may translate "we are told." What, then, was 
his authority and the authority of these subsequent writers ? It seems 
at least probable that the Alexandrian School, for instance, must have 
played a part in handing down the tradition. The most that can be 
said against this is that neither Aristarchus nor any of his successors 
in any of their writings which are extant in whole or in part mention 
the connection of Pisistratus with Homer as a collector or reviser ; but 
this is obviously an unfair objection because, without doubt, only small 
portions of all their writings have come down to us. And yet Flach 28 
derives especial satisfaction from the contemplation of such facts as, 
for instance, that Aristarchus never so much as implies that the inser- 
tions into the text of Homer especially complimentary to the Athenians 
were found only in the manuscripts that came from Athens, although, 
if this were the state of things, we should expect him to mention it. 

88 Peisistratus u. seine Lit. Tatigkeit, Tubingen, 1885, p. 39. 
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As to whether Homer had existed in writing before the time of 
Pisistratus or not, that is not so important a question, and with regard 
to it only general inferences can be drawn from the statements of the 
ancients themselves. The testimony of Pausanias 29 and the first 30 
and second 31 lives of Homer tend to show that until the time of 
Pisistratus, at least, oral tradition was the medium of transmission. 
Cicero, 32 however, the Townley scholia, 33 and Suidas 34 give evidence . 
which is more definite and points directly to a written tradition. The 
evidence then is quite fairly divided ; but on the whole I feel safer in 
favoring a written Iliad and Odyssey before the days of Pisistratus, 
since the tradition recorded by Cicero is likely to have been older and 
more reliable than the one mentioned by Pausanias, and especially be- 
cause the Townley scholia ought to outweigh any evidence contained 
in the lines of Homer based merely on manuscripts which are them- 
selves inferior to the Townley. Furthermore, in addition to Suidas, 
there are several other authors whose testimony in favor of a written 
Homer before Pisistratus is sure. Plutarch says in his life of Lycur- 
gus, 35 when referring to the state of the Homeric poems in Greece in 

the time of the great lawgiver [oi "EXKrjves] eKeKTr/vro 8e ov jroXXol peprj two. 

[to£> 'o/iripov], where it seems that a word like Iriktiivto must refer to a 
tangible written copy. Aelian also (XIII, 14) in speaking of Lycurgus 

Writes : irpaiTos es rfjv 'EXXdSa tKopure rf/v 'Opfjpov nolrjcriv. Here again the 

supposition of a manuscript seems imperative. Plutarch likewise, 
in his life of Solon (X, 1), referring to his insertion of a verse, says: 

ipfiakovra yap avrov tiros fls ve&v Karakoyov tjrt rrjs SiKrjs avayvavai, where this 

last word cannot leave us in a moment's doubt. Here &Ut]s refers to 
the trial in which the Lacedaemonians were made arbiters between the 
Athenians and Megarians. Diogenes Laertius (1, 2, 48), with reference 
to this same performance of Solon's, uses the word iyyptyai, prefacing 
it however by tvuu. Se <f>ncriv. I therefore cannot agree with these words 
of Bonitz, 38 " that this was the first time that the whole of the poems 
was written down may be clearly inferred from the form and character 
of the numerous statements in regard to it." Christ and Jebb, both on 
grounds other than I have taken, favor the theory of a written trans- 



29 Poems said to have been 11.vr11xovev611.tva. 

30 ["Ofiypos] $Se T& 7TO(7$jUaTO. 

31 Poems said to have been Trporepov ySo/iem. 

32 " Libros " of Homer referred to. 

33 II. K said to have been rerdx^at lap' 'Ofiijpov. 

34 k f ypatp€ </ Of>i7ipos. 

35 Plutarch I, p. 82, 1. 9, ed. Sintenis, Leip., 1884. 

36 Origin of Homeric Poems, N. Y., 1880, p. 27. 
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mission. Jebb 37 is of the opinion that " it cannot be proved that the 
Homeric poems were not committed to writing either when originally 
composed or soon afterwards. For centuries they were known to the 
Greek world at large chiefly through the mouth of rhapsodes. But that 
fact is not inconsistent with the fact that the rhapsodes possessed writ- 
ten copies. On the other hand, a purely oral transmission is hardly 
.conceivable." The judgment of Christ (p. 65) is thus expressed: 
"Fully one hundred years before the Athenian Tyrants, the Ionic 
books were reduced to writing, and it would truly be strange if the 
honor of a written copy should have fallen to the lot of an iambic or 
elegiac poet sooner than to the great national poet. Also the testi- 
mony shows that Pisistratus made nothing more than a complete Iliad 
and Odyssey. Probably before that time certain parts had been re- 
duced to writing to aid the memory, as, for example, the Catalogue of 
Ships." 

Perhaps at this point it would not be out of place to make a brief 
excursus on stories which, for the most part, without mentioning the 
name of Pisistratus, tell us of other men who are reported to have done 
work of some kind in connection with the Homeric poems. Since in 
making this excursus a chronological arrangement of evidence by 
authors (the system I have adopted up to this point) does not seem 
necessary or even advisable inasmuch as it would cause confusion 
through the separation of all passages by different authors, though 
referring to the same historical personage, I have thought it best to 
arrange the following passages in the chronological order of the differ- 
ent persons whose activity is described therein. In La Roche's Homer- 
ische Textkritik im Altertum (p. 7) there is published an interesting 
fragment of Heraclides who lived at about the middle of the second 

Century B. C. AvKovpyos ev 2d/zo> CT(\cvT7](re ' Kal rrjv 'Opfjpov iroli)<riv irapa 
tow diroyovav Kpca(pv\ov Xaftap irpatros buKOjxurcv els He\<m6vm]crov. IulS, of 

course, is another story entirely, and, even if true, is nothing to influ- 
ence our belief in the nature of the services that Pisistratus may have 
performed for Homer at a much later date. 38 Similar also is a state- 
ment made about Lycurgus by a much later writer in the second half 
of the first century A. d. Plutarch (Vol. I, p. 82, 1. 2) tells how 
Lycurgus, when he was in Asia, realizing that the Homeric poems con- 
tained educational elements as well as political qualities, determined 
to bring them |to Athens. Then comes the significant part : rjv yap 

tis i/Sij 8o'|a t2>v inav apavpa irapa roit "'EXkrfcnv, (KfKTrjvro Se ov iroXXot utpr) 

« Homer, Boston, 1887, p. 114. 

38 This fragment is additional evidence for a written Homer before the days 
of Pisistratus. 
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Tivd, oTropdbrjv rqs Troir)o-ea>s, cor erv^e, 8ia<f>epopevris. yvapiprfv be avrr)v Kai 

ftakurTa irparos Iwoitjve Avxovpyos. This again is interesting as throwing 
light on the life of Lyourgus and the early history of the Homeric 
poems, though it is not of a nature to influence our judgment as to 
the truth or falsity of the Pisistratean story. And lastly Aelian (XIII, 
14) makes substantially the same statement about Lyourgus when he 

writes : oijre be AvKovpyos 6 AaKebaipovios aBpoav irparos is Ttjv 'EAXd8a impure 

tijk 'Opfoov t!oir)aai. So much for Lycurgus. 

We have already seen that the insertion of verse 558 of Iliad B was 
said by Strabo to have been ascribed by one tradition to Pisistratus 
and by another to Solon. To this I can add two accounts by some- 
what later writers who, from hearsay or report, make Solon the author 
of the same interpolation without any mention of Pisistratus. The 
first of these is from Plutarch's life of Solon (X, 1) : oh pty dXKa ra» 

Meyapeav empevovrav trohXa nana /ecu bpavres iv rep irdKepw Kai ndorxovres Ijtoiij- 
cravTO AaKebaipoviovs SiaXXa/crar /ecu btKaards. Oi pev ovv 7roXXoi rep SoXcom 
o-vvayonvlo-ao-Oai Xeyovcri ri)v 'Oprjpov bo£av ' epfiaXovra yap aiirbv enos els vemv 

Karahoyov inl rfjs b'uajs avayvavai, — then follow verses 557 and 558 of 
Iliad B. Diogenes Laertius (1, 2, 48) also writes with regard to Solon : 

evwi fie (pacn Kai iyypdtyai ahrbv els rbv KaraKoyov rov 'Oprjpov pera top (v. 557, 

v. 558). And, to end the discussion of Solon, we have in Diogenes 
Laertius still another passage already quoted (1, 57) which bears 
testimony merely to a certain literary activity in connection with 
Homer on the part of Solon, earlier of course than the time of Pi- 
sistratus. In a certain respect, expressed by tyano-ev, according to 
Dieuchidas the Megarian, Solon is said to have surpassed Pisistratus : 

rd re 'Opr/pov e£ imofiokrjs yeypafa pa^abelo-dai, oiov ottov 6 irparos e\r)£ev, 
eKeldev ap)(eo-$at rbv i\6pevov. paWov ovv SoXcop Oprjpov i(po>Tio-ev rj Heio-i- 
arparos, a>s qbrjm Aievx&as iv itepizrm Meycuu/ccoc 

Hipparchus, the elder of the sons of Pisistratus, is the only other 
man to whom I have found activity in connection with the Homeric 
poems ascribed. In one account he is said to have brought them to 
Greece, in the other, to Athens, and in both to have ordered the rhap- 
sodes to sing them at the Panathenaic festival. The first account, 
contained in the pseudo-Platonic dialogue Hipparchus (228 B) runs 

as follows : 'lTT7rdpxa>, bs rav Tleiaiarpdrov iraibav rjv wpeo-fivraros Kai croc^co- 
raros, os aXXct re jroXXa Kai KaXa epya <roc/>ias drrebel^aro, Kai ra 'Oprjpov eirr] 
irparos eKopiaev els rr)v yrp> ravrr/vi, Kai ijiwyrace rovs paif/abovs JlavaBrjvaiois 
i£ vno\r)\jfeas i<f>e£r)s ahra buevai, wo-rrep vvv en oiSe rroioiio-iv. Now the 

question whether Plato or somebody else wrote the dialogue which 
contains this information is not essential to this investigation. But it 
is necessary for us to ascertain as nearly as may be when it was writ- 
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ten, and something, if possible, about the writer. Accordingly a slight 
digression on its authenticity will not be out of place. 

That the genuineness of this dialogue was doubted, even in antiquity, 
has been maintained by some, notably Wolf, on the authority of the 

following passage in Aelian (VIII, 2): ovk atero yap beiv ovbevX (f>6oveiv 
<TO<j>las, are &v KaXos Kai ayados. \eyei be TlXdraiv ratira, el br) 6 "lirwapxos n\a- 

rmvos ian ra Svti. But this contains, at the very end, as Grote 39 points 
out, a conjectural emendation. Hercher in his edition ascribes the 
reading 3m with no following word to the emendation of Perizonius, 
doubtless in his edition of 1701. 40 But the manuscripts read t$ Svti 
ixadrjTqt. Grote's contention is that " if you construe the passage as it 
stands without such conjectural alteration, it does not justify Wolfs 
inference 'that the genuineness of the Hipparchus was doubted in 
antiquity.' " But if we do not emend with Perizonius we have an his- 
torical error, the suggestion that Hipparchus might have been the 
pupil of Plato, a mistake which Mr. Grote probably with perfect justice 
considers " nowise impossible in the case of Aelian." But if we do not 
emend, I fail to see the connection of the statement " if Hipparchus is 
really a pupil of Plato " with the preceding. It is entirely lacking in 
logical sequence. 

There is also another argument, which, so far as I can discover, has 
not been adduced by any one as yet, bat which to me is conclusive in 
favor of adopting the emendation of Perizonius. Aelian, in the same 
book, and only a few lines before the disputed passage, has these words 

(VIII, 2) : "limapxos 6 Xleicn.o-rp6.Tov irals npea^vraros a>v rav YleuTiarpdrov 
Kai <ro<f>a>TaTos r\v 'Adrjvaloiv. ovtos Kai ra 'Oprjpov fjn/ Ttparos e/eopicrev is ray 
'\drjvas, Kai Tjvdyicatre roi/s pa\^fa8oiis tois TLava&tjvaiois avra qdeiv. Now, after 

a comparison of this with the passage from the Hipparchus (228 B) which 
I have just quoted, I do not think that there can be any doubt that 
Aelian was quoting outright from pseudo-Plato. What could be more 
natural then that a few lines later he should make a reference to the 
book Hipparchus from which he had just quoted and which was still 
running in his mind, and probably to our very passage containing the 

Words, ts SWa re TioXXa Kai Ka\a epya <ro<f)ias cmebel^aro, which would make 

a very tolerable precedent for Aelian's, — oi< aero yap Mv oiSein (f>8oveTv 
<r<xpias, are i>v koKos Ka\ ayados. It therefore seems to me by all means 
preferable and even necessary to adopt the emendation of Perizonius 
and to agree with Wolf that the authenticity of the Hipparchus was 
doubted even as early as Aelian (fl. 130). 
Diogenes Laertius, who flourished at some time near the beginning 

39 Plato, London, 1888, II, 85. *» See Christ, p. 762. 
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of the third century, contains the following very possible reference to 
the dialogue under consideration and to the man whom he supposed 

to be the author (2, 122): 2ipa>v 'Adrjvaios, (TKUTOTO/iOi- • oSros epxofievov 
ScB/cpciTous (irl t6 fpyacrrr/piov icai didKeyopevov Tiva, &v kp.vt)p.6vtvev {moo-rfpfiaxreis 
eVoteiro ' o6ev (tkvtikovs avrov tovs SiaKoyovs KaXovcriv. flat 8e rpeis Kal rptd- 

kovto. ip tvl <pep6pevoi /3t/3\i'y, — then follows a list of thirty-one titles, 
among which is the title mpl <f>i\oKep8ovs, which is the subject under dis- 
cussion in the pseudo-Platonic Hipparchus. In order to fix the date 
of this Simon I must quote another passage from Diogenes Laertius' 
life of Simon (2, 123), which reads as follows: oStos, <pa<rl, nparos 8te\e'x6i) 

roils \6yovs tovs 2a>KpanKovs, inayyeikapevov Se Tlepuckeovs Bpfytiv avrov Kal 
Kekevovros amcvai irpos airov, ovk &v c(pr] Tt)v napprjaiav omoSocrdai. This 

then places his sphere of activity in the age of Pericles, making him a 
little older than Plato himself. Accordingly Boeckh, connecting the 
Hipparchus and the Minos, as works by the same author (basing his 
decision on evidences of style, apart from the statement of Diogenes to 
the same effect), published at Heidelberg in 1810 these two dialogues 
and two others in a separate edition which he called " Simonis Socra- 
tici, ut videtur, dialogi quattuor." Grote, as I have already implied 
from my previous quotation of his opinion, considers the Hipparchus 
one of the inferior works of Plato. Steinhart as quoted by Fritzsche 41 
dates the composition of the Hipparchus in the Macedonian Age (say 
from 350-320 b. c.) deducing his opinion from internal evidence. 
First, Hipparchus is lauded, whereas the murderers fail in the common 
meed of praise, two things which would be more in accord with the 
spirit of the Macedonian Age than that of the Periclean, for instance ; 
and secondly, the ratio of gold to silver is mentioned as twelve to one 
(231 D), facts which he considers significant enough to warrant his 
conclusion. This, of course, if true, would place its composition slightly 
after the death of Plato. All testimony, therefore, which can be ad- 
duced tends to show that if not by Plato himself it was composed by 
some author almost contemporaneous with him. 

I might mention here again, for the sake of completeness, the refer- 
ence in Aelian to the literary importation by Hipparchus, but as Aeli- 
an's sole authority for this story is doubtless the pseudo-Plato, it really 
has no important evidence to add. 

To summarize, then, briefly, this little excursus, the accounts of 
Lycurgus given by Heraclides, Plutarch, and Aelian contain abso- 
lutely nothing to influence our belief as to the activity of Pisistratus. 
The only story about Solon which seems to concern Pisistratus at all 

4i Stallbaum, Plato, ed. ii, Leip., 1885, b. II, 304. 
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is the account of Dieuchidas which, we must remember, is quoted at 
second hand, and contains those words, p<i\W tywnaev kt\, which seem 
too vague and doubtful in their significance to be given very much 
weight. The only account, therefore, which conflicts with the suppo- 
sition of a Pisistratean edition is contained in the pseudo-Plato. This 
story I hesitate to reject hastily because of its antiquity. But yet 
there are several facts in connection with it which we must face: 
first, the author is doubtful, practically unknown ; second, the story 
is found nowhere else except in Aelian, so far as I can discover ; third, 
it is practically contradictory to the statements I have quoted about 
Lycurgus, to say nothing of the accounts of Pisistratus, 42 which are 
based on good authority. How such a plausible story, if true, could 
have been so nearly forgotten, or how so disregarded by subsequent 
writers, had the pseudo-Plato possessed a good reputation for histor- 
ical accuracy, is past understanding. Very plausible is the supposition 
that it may have been a confusion of two or more stories. This opin- 
ion is favored by Flach when he writes (p. 21) : " The author of pseudo- 
Plato was not reliable in comparison with Dieuchidas, 43 he makes 
noticeable historical blunders, and was probably lightly recording some 
local tradition. This tradition arose from an analogy with Solon and 
from the fact that Hipparchus was a patron of literature, as shown by 
his calling over Anacreon from Samos in 522 b c, after the death of 
Polycrates." On the whole I am forced to admit this rather plausible 
explanation of the practically unique account in the pseudo-Plato. 

Finally, then, what inference are we justified in deducing with 
regard to the literary activity of Pisistratus in connection with the 
Homeric poems t We must endeavor to avoid any conclusions which, 
however plausible, are not fully justified by our evidence. For ex- 
ample, Monro says (p. 406) : " The Pisistratean edition is excluded by 
the account adopted in the pseudo-Platonic Hipparchus, which leaves 
no room for a collection of Homeric verses." But it is not just that 
the authority of this one anonymous writing should outweigh all other 
passages which testify to a collection of Homeric poems by Pisistratus, 
and are drawn from such reliable sources as Cicero, Aelian, Pausanias, 
and the scholia of our second best manuscript. Neither can I agree 

42 The only way in which I can reconcile this with the accounts about Pisis- 
tratus is by supposing that Hipparchus introduced the Homeric poems into Greece 
a good many years prior to the death of Pisistratus his father. But this suppo- 
sition seems rather improbable. 

43 Plach gives no credence to the stories about Pisistratus, but believes in the 
greater Homeric activity of Solon. Hence the mention of Dieuchidas, who says 
2oAa>c fia\\ov (Qdrurev ktK. 
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with Monro in any such statement as that such a collection " may he 
shown to be unknown to the Alexandrian grammarians," for their 
works are preserved to us in such an incomplete state that it is abso- 
lutely impossible to say exactly what they did mention and what not. 
T. W. Allen, in the Classical Review, 44 assuming the reality of this 
silence, has an explanation which is possible. He writes : " If Pisis- 
tratus were the reputed father of the koivtj, it is natural that we find 
no mention of him in the scholia. The grammarians ignore the koivx) 
because it was in every one's hands, and because it had sufTered by 
transmission. The same account explains the absence of reference to 
the Athenian edition." 

The explanation of the sources of the so-called Pisistratean legend 
by those who disbelieve in it has afforded critics the exercise of much 
originality and ingenuity, but it is based for the most part on merest 
conjecture. Flach (p. 41) is of the opinion that the story of Pisistra- 
tus's edition came from Megarian historians of little scientific impor- 
tance, and was " boomed " by the scholars of the Pergamean school 
that they might find a great literary man to belittle the Homeric 
scholars of their rival school, the Alexandrian. Likewise Nutzborn, 45 
who disbelieves in the Pisistratean recension, makes light of the testi- 
mony of Cicero, saying that Cicero drags in Pisistratus here merely as 
an added example of the point he is trying to establish, — how neces- . 
sary it is for the great statesman to be a learned man as well. How- 
ever that may be, unless Nutzhorn is willing to admit that Cicero in 
this place is deliberately falsifying evidence (i. e., the tradition which 
he cites), I fail to see that his remark has any point. Desire on the 
part of Cicero to illustrate a principle aptly cannot be said to imply 
the use of fictitious examples. Interesting also, and more probable, 
is the conjecture of Diintzer (p. 17), who makes Dicaearchus in his 
Bios 'EXXaSos the authority for the statement of Cicero. This opinion 
is based on the fact that Dicaearchus was an author of general popu- 
larity with Cicero, as shown by his references to him on several occa- 
sions, his work being of great importance in the literary history of 
Greece. 

After such a discussion of conjectures we are reminded of the words 
of Wolf: 46 "Nunc vero nihil opus est coniecturas capere. Historia 
loquitur. Nam vox totius antiquitatis et, si summam spectes, consen- 
tiens fama testatur Pisistratum carmina Homeri primum consignavisse 
litteris, et in eum ordinem redegisse quo nunc leguntur. Hoc pos- 

44 XV, p. 8 (1901). 

45 Die Entstehungsweise der Horn. Gedichte, Leip., 1869, p. 48. 

46 Prolegomena ad Homerum, ed. ii (posthumous), Berlin, 1876, c. xxxiii. 
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terius Cicero, Pausanias et reliqui omnes qui mentionem rei faciunt, 
iisdem prope verbis et ut vulgo notissimum perhibent." At first 
thought this statement seems too sweeping to be literally true, but 
when one bears in mind that the only statement by an ancient au- 
thority really contradictory to the idea of a Pisistratean edition of 
Homer is contained in the pseudo-Plato of doubtful authority, and 
when one remembers that the accounts, even as old as Cicero, were, as 
is most probable, drawn from much older authorities which are now 
lost, then one can see that this statement, though framed in bold lan- 
guage, was not made without due deliberation. The statement, " pri- 
mum consignavisse litteris," however, does not seem to have equal 
justification. On the contrary, available evidence seems to indicate 
that even before the time of Pisistratus the Homeric poems, at least 
large portions of them, already existed in writing. 

All our testimony clearly shows, I think, that Pisistratus, who was 
a rvpawos interested in literature, with the help, as is most likely, of 
several poets or literary men of his court, was the first to make a 
careful collection or edition (though in no sense of the word a critical 
edition) of the Iliad and Odyssey, on the basis of what scattered writ- 
ten copies were available, filling in the gaps (if there were any) in the 
written Homer from the mouths of the rhapsodes. That this collec- 
tion was more or less for private use and convenience it is reasonable to 
suppose, and that it showed no accuracy of critical discrimination is a 
necessary supposition in consideration of its early date. 



